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Moore, 
GOP on 
collision 
course 


‘I believe the women, says 
McConnell; new allegations 
of sexual misconduct emerge 
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“With his background, he is so well-equipped to tackle 
the ALD world head on. He’s been a guiding light, someone I can 
look up to and admire, helping me stay hopeful and positive.” 


— Justin DAgostino, 33, an ALD sufferer 


TURNING ILLNESS 
INTO ACTIVIS 


Bu 


By Lisa Mascaro and Nina Agrawal 
Tribune Washington Bureau 


WASHINGTON » Amid new allegations that Al- 
abama Senate candidate Roy Moore molested 
teenage girls decades ago, GOP leaders intensi- 
fied their calls Monday for him to quit the race, 
even threatening to expel Moore if he wins. 

The accusations against Moore 
have thrown the GOP into a crisis, 
splintering the party and risking 
defeat in the Dec. 12 special elec- 
tion, in which polls show Demo- 
crat Doug Jones now has a nar- 
row lead in the Deep South state. 

On Monday, Senate Majority 
Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., Moore 
called on Moore to withdraw from 
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A challenge: Ben LeNail suffers from the rare neurodegenerative disease called adrenoleukodystrophy, or ALD, but 
continues to exercise and has become something of an ambassador for those who have it. 


Resourceful valley WHAT the race. The head of the Republican campaign 

IS ALD? committee, Sen. Cory Gardner, R-Colo., said the 
entrepreneur fights A e Senate should vote to expel Moore if he is elected 

° : : by Alab ters. 

disease with advocacy illness that va believe the ee McConnell told report- 

oa ers Monday in Kentucky. “I think he should step 
beste sls re sulation, that an women told The Washington Post that 
ne een ee aR ean they had been pursued by Moore when they were 


in their teens — one as young as 14 — and he was 
in his 30s, in a report published last week. The 


Newly diagnosed with a deadly 
genetic disease, Palo Alto entrepre- 
neur Ben LeNail walked into a con- 


municate with 
one another. 
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ference of fellow patients and was It affects lin 
stunned by what he saw: a tableau 16,000 males 
of young boys in wheelchairs, pro- and there are 
foundly disabled and hopeless. few treatment 
In shock, he turned and walked options. 
back out. Then he stopped, and re- ONLINE 
turned. And vowed to make a dif- EXTRA 
ference. 
““Go back and make friends,’ I Seea 
told myself. ‘It’s the same disease, ” video 
he said. “I realized that we’re not so interview 
far apart.” GARY REYES — STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER with LeNail 
With limited time but enormous A partner: Ben LeNail, left, tapped Dr. Keith Van at http:// 
talent and Silicon Valley know-how, Haren at Stanford’s Lucile Packard Children’s bayareane. ’ oat 
Hospital to create a foundation for ALD patients. ws/2icb5hm SPENCER PLATT — GETTY IMAGES 


ALD » PAGE 6 
Beverly Young Nelson, left, with lawyer Gloria 
Allred, details sexual abuse by Roy Moore. 
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By Richard Scheinin 


Once-barren S.J. 
police academy 
now overflowing 


Chief welcomes more than 100 recruits 
after just seven signed up last year 


By Robert Salonga 


rsalonga@bayareanewsgroup.com 


SANJOSE » Around this time last year, when po- 
lice Chief Eddie Garcia inspected and addressed 
police academy recruits at the substation in 
South San Jose, he was easy to hear. 

Granted, the vocal Garcia isn’t exactly the kind 
of personality who needs a megaphone. But there 
were also just a little more than half a dozen ca- 
dets then. 

Monday, when Garcia made those same 
rounds, he made a point to ask, “Can everyone 
hear me?” because he was outnumbered by more 
than a hundred recruits in training. 

The scene at the substation was unusual in the 


rscheinin@bayareanewsgroup.com 


MOUNTAIN VIEW » Several 
dozen women and men sat 
in a conference room here 
the other day, preparing for 
the upcoming mobilization: 
the thousands of people who 
will sit down in small groups 
around the Bay Area this 
month to talk about the hous- 
ing crisis and what’s to be 
done about it. 

The goal is to inspire a 
wave of advocacy and inno- 
vation around a seemingly in- 
tractable Bay Area problem. 
Organized by the Silicon Val- 
ley Community Foundation, 
the region-wide conversation 
called “On the Table” begins 
Wednesday. The Foundation 
has enlisted more than 700 
volunteers, including the peo- 
ple in the conference room, 
to host sessions that are ex- 
pected to attract thousands of 
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Yadira Diaz reads a survey for “On the Table,” a commu- 
nity-wide conversation on the Bay Area’s housing crisis. 


Brainstorming to 
end housing crisis 


“On the Table” brings citizens together 


To read about “On the Table,” 
and sign up to take part ina 
conversation, go to www. 
siliconvalleycf.org/onthetable. 


ONLINE EXTRA 


More about the housing crisis in 
the region at www.mercury 
news.com/business/real-estate 


haps the front line of a new 
movement. 

“We are building a platform 
for civic engagement,” Mauri- 
cio Palma, the foundation’s di- 
rector of initiatives and spe- 
cial projects, told the group. 
Ask questions, he suggested, 
but don’t weigh down your 
guests with any particular 
agenda. Over coffee or a meal, 
just sit back and listen to the 
stories that emerge about how 
people’s lives are shaped by 
the spiraling cost of housing, 
the displacement of low-in- 
come and middle-class work- 
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